
o!" TxE 47tn MEETING OT S GEOLOG ICAL PROGRI:YIMIIG AND

AD':AO BOA:'D ISGPAB }. tr,EST BDIIGAL . IIELD ON 17:h JANUAaY, 2019 AT THE

DEPA&IMENI gF INDUSTRY. COMM'i'T & ENTERPR'SES. SOYERNMENT OF qTES?

BI!{OAL, AT IIOLKA"A

List of Participants is enclosed in Annexure I

Proceedings of the 47th meeting of SGPAB, West Bengal

Shri Puneet Yadav, l.A.S., Sectetary of the Govemment o

Department of Industry, Commerce and Enterprises' took the chair and

welcomed all the delegates and dignitaries and stated that the Additional

Chief Secretary of the IC&E Deptt, ov/ing to his other important engagements

could not attend and chair the meeting. He initiated the discussion on tbe

mineral scenario of West Bengal with special emphasis on the enerS/ secto'

ar]d urged about the importance of exploitation tech:rologr in the different

eners/ sectors th:ouglr collective advice of lhe of the researchers and workers

in the iield. with an ultirnate aim of industria-l deveiopment of tlte state'

f West Bengal,47.61.OO

Shri Utpal Bhadra, Specia.l Secretary to the Government of West Bengal,

Department of the Industry, Commerce & Enterp.ises, stressed the potential

and capability of the resources of West Bengal, rnainly coa1, CBM, Shale Gas,

Apatite, Dolomite, Tungsten, Base Meta1, Gernstone, Cesium, Natu:al Cas etc'

and mentioned that a gap exists between the available resources and tappi'g

of ttre said resources and also stressed tJee importance of exploration in the

right direction. He specially mentioned about the occurrence ol Pollucite

(Cesium) at Purulia District and mentioned that it is the only occurrence

reported in Asia. He requested GSI to take up plans calrjr out investigation for

Cesium in G2 level. It was reported that 5 (five) exploiation proposals on of 5

major mineraLs are in the pipeline arld they are contemplated to be carried

out through NMET tund bY MECL.

He reiterated about the two most important minelal resources of the

state viz. Blackstone and Sand both of which are building materials' Ii the

resources are properly utilised the same would generate a signi{icant amount

of revenue for the state since the resources are abuldant proper exploitation

and transportation to otber States and even export could fetch further

revenues

47.01.o1

t)u 5



{,

The Director of Mines & Minerals, Shri Manabendra Das' and the Member

Secretary, SGPAB, elaborated about the minerals occurring in the State and

highlighted about the shortage of technical manpower in the ground level'

causing a major hindrance in the exploration process' He also stated that

proper exploration and exploitation of the resources can bring West Bengal

within the top 5 States of tndia and can export to other countries'

The minutes of the 46e meeting of SGPAB was approved by the House unanimously

BENGAI,

F SGPAB, WEST46 TH MEETING OMIIIUTES OF THECONFIRMATION OF T}IE47.O1.o2

TAKEN REPORT47.O2.OO

Framing of a defrnite guideline for establishing the minor mineral resources (other

than Riverbed minerals), in the line of UNFC Guidelines by consiituting a Task Force

comprising Seoscientists of GSl, IBU' WBMDTCL and DMM with the Director' DMM'

Governtnent of West Bengal as thc Chairman'

lActtoE: DUUWB, GSt, IBU & WBMDTCLI

CoEDcEtofDU:
The matter is under active clnsidsration of the Task Force'

mcetiag of SGPAB)of 466Agenda 1: (Ref. 46.02 .o2 of Mi.Eute!47.O2,O1

IBM was requested to share its orn d'taD'3c of Grecofcld and Browofeld' areas with

the State with refetenc-e to EiniDg acrivitt' 'trEntiDt 
raiources of West Bengal tor the

purpose of preparint both l.onS-t€rm aDd Sbdt-trrn Plans for the next Five-year

plan period. {APril, 2017 - March, 2@r)' It ras dccitcd that IBM would extend the

detailedstatusofBrownfielde'easbrtliB.arrltoDMM,wBandGSI,ERwould
provide the Greenfleld Data.

lAc{tou: IBU and GgI' EB)

Con ac!.t of GSI:

Only one block of G4 investigation for told' b and around Rudra village' Bankura

district, West Bengal has been idgped. s grltatrdd- at€a' The doseis for the same

is ready with GSI and can be Gxtcoucd to DXL' Y6t Bcogal as and' when required'

(Actlon: DUttrWB & IC&E DGPt'l

mecting of SGPABIAgenda II: (Ref' 46'O2.03 of Uiaute. of '+5d47.O2.O2

b

DISCUSSION ON ACTION



Actlon la&en bY IBM:

IBM has submitted list of brownfield areas (Freehotd Areas) as on 2015 It was

resolvedthatDept.oflC&EwouldtotakeinitiativeinFinalizationoftheDossierthat
would act as the foundatiorl of decisions on mineral auction process and long-term

ard short-term Planning.
(Actiotr: DIIMWB & lC&E DePt'l

ln reference to the request to IBM for providing its database of Brownfield areas and

GSI, ER for Greenfield areas for the purpose of preparing both Ln8-term and Short-

term Plans for the next five-year plan period {April, 2017 - March' 2021].'

GSI had submitted dossier for only one block of G4 investigation for gold in and

around Rudra village, Bankura district and IBM had submitted list of b:own lteld

areas (Freehold Areas) as on 2015-

It was resolved that Dept. of IC&E would to take initiative to prepare the Dossier that

would act as the foundation of decisions on mineral auction process and long-term

and short-term Plaming.

(Actlor: DePt. of lC&E & DMM)

CoEmcDts of DliM:

DMM has extended the Database on Freehold Area as on 2OL5 (as submitted by IBM)

to Dept. of IC&E for review to hnalize the Dossier on auctioning process of mineral

blocks and long-term & short term Planning of mineral exploration & mining'

especially in resPect to in-situ minera.l resources'

e,oraDe[t of IC&8:

Government is actively working on this matter and works on preparation of District

Survey Reports (DSR) in t}te 5 (five) major distdcts haYe been ta'ken up'

47.O2.O3 Ag.n& Ill: (Ref' 46.02.04 of MiButca of 456 meeting of SGPAB)

t; I

IBM was requested to extend the dataset of NMI Pertaining to State of West Bengal for

the purpose of selection of resources for auctioning of mineral blocks lt was decided

that IBM would share its own databasc of NMI-2O10 immediately and' NMI-2O15 as

and wtren prepared to DMM, wB.
lActioa: IBMI

ComEGat of DDIU:

IBM has extended its database on NMI 2010 and NMI 2015 to DMM containing

existence of about 143 Freehold Areas in respect of Minor Mineral deposit in West

Bengal.
(Actlon: DMMIIB & IC&E DcPt'r GoWB)
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Actlor TaLcn:

The information on Freehold aleas had been shared with Dept' ofIC&E for taking

appropriate stePs in utilizing the said freehold mineral resources'

(Action: DePt. of IC&E)

connerrts of DIf:
Fortheselectionofrcsourcesforauctioningofminera.Iblocks'IBMhassubmittedits
database on NMI - 2Ol0 and NMI - 2015 to DMM containing existence of about 143

Freehold Areas in resPcct of Minor Mineral dePosit in west Bengal which had been

shared with Dcpt. of IC&E for taking aPpropriate stePs in utilizing the said freehold

mineral resourccs.

CoEaelt of IC&E DcPt':

Selection of Agenq through tender, for DSR of minor mineral resources has already

been done for develoPiot database to locate auctionable in-situ minor mineral btocks'

atong with Riverbed Mineral Resources in different district' The work is in progress'

ComseBt of DfM:
The matter is under Progress Process of exploration of in-situ minor mineral

resources has akeady been started by DMM' through e-tender process for selection of

Exploration Agency.

A Power.point prescartatioD vas givcn bY Shri .,t-X. guin, Director, GSI on the

significqnt findings of mi rd rcsourccs of GSI in West Bc-EBl and exPress€d that it

needs more attentioa for ddctoPment of those to tbe firllest extent'

The presentation ras vcr-v etll aPpreciated b-v the House'

$7
8

47.O3.OO

accepted bY the hou.c.

ll (2o18-19)ORGANIZATIOMEMBERBY DTFFERENTRE\/IEW OF WORK DO!rE

theofvesresentatibriefedEas reP8-1 9 byI20Potkof duriDgProgress
wasandMBA BasioONGCGSIUIBMDTCL,?tz- DMM,veecti orgaristioa-rresP

47.03.O1

approved bY thc Eourc'

wereoember orgaDizationsrentdiffeofI 9-2Ol120Tbe Pr0gre.EEepropoaed
wasandBasinMBAONGCGSI,WBMDTCL,of DUM,briefed reprc!cDtativcaby

ORGANIZATIONPRESEITTATIONDELIBERATION MEMBERBY&

(Action : All Member Organizatioas)

47.O4.OO

47.O5.OO

47.O5.O1
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Arother Poiler-point preseniation was given by Shd P. Roy, Chief Geologist of ONGC-

MBA Basin on the discovery of Oil & Natural Gas in Asholenagar, West Bengal and

higllighted the Tectrno-commercial and economic prospects of the findirgs in the

coming days. Since this is the first dis.overy of oil & gas after 60 years of exploration

in Bengal Basia, it was well appreciated by the House.

4?.O6,OO DISCUSS:'I{ ON ACENDA POIIiIS

47.O6.O1 Agenda 1 i l6sue of Exploratio:r & Mining of Rare Metal

DMM, in recent past, has entered into a Tripartite Agreement \.ith NMBT & MECL on

axploration of Mineral resources using the NMET Fund.

Review of established resources has already done by DMM and a total of S(five)

project proposals on lApatite, Rare Metal & Lead af,rd Zinc multi metal Resources]

have been selected for submission to NMET. the process of linalizing the project

proposals are in progress.

Nsw, in considering that the auctionable mineral block of Rare Metal has been

established by MECL, the Revenue deposit in respect oi royalty of Rare Metal on

mining, may face hirdrance since the rate of Royalty in respect of Rare Metal

{Cesium) has nol yet been fixed by GoI.

Therefore, IBM may be requested to commert or tfre issue and to :ake initiative

towards lixation of Royalty of Rare Metal lPollucite (ore of Cesium)1.

Further, IBM may be reqr.rested to conment on the availabl.e metallur$/, in
commercial scale, for extraction of Rare Meta] (Cesium) logether with Rubidium and

Lithium of the Pollucile {as reported by OSI).

ls:.rggestiol: DMM)

The point was well taken by tLe louse atrd it was resolve{ :hat the loatte:
would 

'e 
referred to 53tl Eeeting of CGPB for discussias and appropriate

dacision in this rega!3,

{Actiorr DtlM & IC&E}

4?.t6.t2

Govt. of lndia, Midstry of Mi.es has notified WBMTIC Ltd., vide No. 16108/2015-

M.6 lPt.1), daled 24.1O.2O17, as one of the Public Sector Entities tor laking up

prospecting operation under lhe second provision of Sub-sectiotr 1 oi section 4 of

MMDR Act, 1957. House may explore the possibility of engaging WBMDTC Ltd., in

different prospecting works within West Bengal.

(Suggestion: trtBMtTCL)

Agenda 2 : Issue of possibilitv oi {TBMDTC ltd . as Droslectins A{encv in q/est

Be:real,

$,
o
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WBMDTC Ltd expressed their desir' to explore both Major a-nd Mioor minerals i:l the

State a.d also outside the Slate Further they expressed that they may be allowed to

carry oul exploration work through NMBT fund-

wBMDTcLtdmaytalelheexplorationworkofMinorminerals,fotlowingthe

Guidetines ol exploration of Minot Minerals, to be notified in near future' subject to

approval ofthe Government ln case of exploration of Major Minerals' silce the

mattet is under tbe purqiew of Ministry of Mines' Gol' any specific proposal of

WBMDTCL would be referred to MoM, GoI'

It -sB resolvcil that the ProPosal of E8I[D?CL on undertatlng mlaeral

ezploratlou utillzltg tae llMAT filnd slll be referrcd to UoH fot coaEert on {'1G

lsruc.

{Actlott : WBUIyfCL & ICE)

Comm€rt of DMX:

Issue may be discussed in the House

Ageida 3 :

rer UNIC,

GSI may be requested to take uP their prograame for uPgradation of Apatite dePosits

as pet UNFC already established by them

(sugSostiatr: {IBMDaCL)

Comment of DMM:

DMM has already decided to prepare exploration proposals of the APatite Resources

of Chirugora, Putdah aod Panrkidih of Purulia district fot submission through NMET

fund, arrd the same will be submitted shortly' It is to be undertaken by MECL as per

the Tdparrite Agleement made amongst DMM' NMET & MECL'

WBMDTC Ltd. may interact witllGsl to develoP G2 tevel database {As per UNFC} of

the remna'rt resource of Beldih area of Purulia district' in considering the technical

knowhow of upgrading the low grade Apatite ores to suitable level for commercial

marketing.

It pae :csolved ln thc bouse tbat es GSI tas crPrcseed t'beL lnsbllity at Present'

to carry out eaPloratlon wolk lT tbc eald areaa would bc tl'lertaker by MECI by

utttlsrag NuET f:rnd for th3 bercfrt of tic statc' 

(Acttoa: DMM & IcE]

47.O6.O3

Yt]
Y2
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47 ,06.04 Agellda 4 : Issue of clant of extension of PEL i]t favour of ONGC.CIL consortium.

The PEL fees, aJter obtaining recommendations on grant PEL extension lrom MoPNG,

Ool tor the period from O8112/2Or2lo 08/06/2017 vide letter No. F.No.

11019lr8l / 616/ 20 17-EXPL-I-PNC, E-t3976, dated 1 1/ 10/ 2017, has been submitted

on 08/06/2018.

Dept. of IC&E is requested to issue the grant order of PEL extension in favour of

ONGC-CIL consortium for the period 08/12/2012 to 08l06/2018 at an early date.

(Srggestio!: OIIGC-CIL corsortiuml

CoEracst of DMIU lC&E:

Issue may be discussed in the House.

lhc lssuc could not be dlscussed ln the houae as the?e tz.,tas no rcp?eaerlto'tlaa

o! the sald. orga',:lra,tlon-

47.O6.O5

47.O6.06 Agenda 6 : Igeue of EOI floated bv OI{GC-CIL co!.eostium for imoleacatilE FDP

actleities itr' Rani(aui CBM Block.

ONGC-CIL consortium has floated an EOI on 08/08/2018 for implementing FDP

activities in Raniganj CBM block. However, in order to make it under smooth workllow,

ONGC-CIL needs grant of extension of from GOWB, in term of the agreement executed

between ONGC-CIL consortium and BAPL, at an early date.

Y

Agenda 5 : IEsu! of GraEt of PML in favour of ONGC-CIL consortiuEr for 311.79

A consensus has been arrived between ONGC-CIL consortium and BAPL on

the issue of exploration and mining activity in the overlapped area of CBM as per

mutually agreed terms and conditions between ONGC-CIL consortium and BAPL.

Govt. of WB is requested to issue approval of PML in favour of ONGC-CIL consortium,

ir! respect of an area of311.79 sq. km., as per eadier application on the strength of
said agreement.

CoEEGDI of DMM/ lC&E:

Issue may be discussed in the House.

The ,ssue could not be discr.ssed in trra house cs ehare llJo.s 
^o 

rep.esentotave

from the sald orga'a]i.zatiot'-

(Suggestion: ONGC-CIL colraortlum)

Govt. of tr B.so.kB, area

11

(SuggeEtion: ONGC-CIL consortium)



Comment of DMM/ tC&E:

lssue may be discussed in the House.

rl'!e lssue could not be dlsc&ssed la the hoalse as the.e wLs fto TePresertatLe

Jrom the seld organlzatla*

47,46.O4

Agenda 9: Mlscellaneous ll:uel

1. OS1 expressed that an investigation progtamme on Rare Metal in the ar3a

around Khatanga of Purutia district, west Bengal has already been approved

ior the year 2O19-2O and so, DMM may look into matter while sending t}Ie

Project Proposal on Rare Metal to NMET

47 -06.49

47 .06.01 Agenda ? : MECL desiles tc up exD Dropram me o:t Base Mgtal O:e

in thc iairrint area of Gorubath in forth l/ea!.

In this regatd, MECL seeks comment of Golt of West Bengal to proceed'

lsuggcstioa: MECL)

CoElacnt of DMU:

Il is a welcome iss:e, DMM is shortly submitting project proposal on Exploration of

Lead and Zinc arourd Gorubathan area of Kalimgpong district, wB to NMET along

with 4 olher projects, for underlaking it by MECL as per Tripadite agreement'

?rfre issu: cohld ,l:ot be dlscussed in tLe lr.ozse at the?e w.:s ta tcPresentdtit)e

ol lihe sald arga.n,ir(,,tlo'n.

Age8da 8 : of &

(iEECL.

Overlap of coal bearing areas (6 coal mines covering22 17 sq. km' srea) AND

Dhang4ore, Modhukunda Coal blocks is a burning issue since long DesPi'e the

direction of t d. Court rejecting the \Prite petition of GEECL, the work of ECL is being

obstructed bY GEECL.

Govt. of WB is requested to look into the matler to resolve ttre issue'

(Sugg.3ttoE: ECLI

CoDrcnt of DMM /IC&E:

lssue may be discussed in the llouse

?he iscue could nat be dlscussed ln the house as the?e uta3 no TeP"ese'ttatlve

tor the said orga'rtazo,tTon

0
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It q'as resolved that DMM will revise the Proposal on Rate Metal

Explorstiolr to NMET etcluditrg tbe KhqtaDgE arca to avoid duPllcation of

t70rt,
(Action : DMI!!, WB & DePt. of IC&E)

2. WBMDTC Ltd. exPressed that it would like to be a Member of CGPB for having

a close interaction with MoM and other Stakeholders for better functioning'

It waa resolved that the mattc! Eill be looked ilto by the Goverrureat of

Iadla.

{lletlon : DePt. of IC&E}

The 47!h meeting of SGPAB ended with vote of thanks to and for the chair'

SGPAB
&

Secretary to thc GovcrnmeEt of We8t Bcrgal
Dcpartmeat of Indlatry commcrce & Elttcrprises

w..
CHAIRIIAN

v

Colcllldng Rc-itt3 of th! Chatrmrn :

Shri Puneet Yadav, Secretary to the Government of West Bengal and the Chairman,

sGpAB stated that such kind of gathering and interactions among the stakeholders

of mineral sector enriches all to a large extent. We would have to join hands together

to achieve.the target more comprehensively and to develop the minerd sector in a

meaningful way.

He requested all the Member Organizations to come forward for development of the

mineral sector in all segments of earth science with an eye on scientitic mining to

kecp the environment in eco-friendly manner.

47.O7.OO
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